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&
M Gma || Alexander Mulhall <townmanager@townoflakecity.co>

Need advice/guidance regarding Town of Lake City applying for well permit for ski-
hill
Beverly Richards <beverly@ugrwcd.org> Mon, Jan 12, 2026 at 2:04 PM

To: Alexander Mulhall <townmanager@townoflakecity.co>

Hello Alexander,
Please see my comments in red below. Please let me know if you need something else from me.
Beverly

Beverly Richards

Office Manager/Senior Program Manager

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
210 West Spencer Avenue, Suite A

Gunnison, CO 81230

(970) 641-6065

(970) 209-0020 (Cell)

PUBLIC RECORDS NOTICE: Under Title 24, Colorado Revised Statutes, this email and responses, unless otherwise made
confidential by law, may be subject to the Colorado Open Records Act and may be subject to public inspection under § 24-72-203.

From: Alexander Mulhall <townmanager@townoflakecity.co>

Sent: Monday, January 12, 2026 1:21 PM

To: Beverly Richards <beverly@ugrwcd.org>

Cc: Ethan Wuest <ethanwuest@townoflakecity.co>

Subject: Need advice/guidance regarding Town of Lake City applying for well permit for ski-hill
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Hi Beverly,

Hope all is well with you.

I am hoping that you may be able to help me with some questions regarding water rights, augmentations, and well permit
for our ski hill.

The Board of Trustee has instructed staff to apply for a well permit for our ski-hill for the primary purpose of making snow
and a secondary possible purpose of having potable water or at least non-potable for a new ski hill warming hut that we
will be constructing in the next couple of years.

And as simple as that sounds it turns out that there is nothing simple about it. | am thinking about recommending to the
trustees that we hire a water engineer to help with this if they want to move forward.

Our interim Public Works director Ethan Wuest applied for a well permit for the ski-hill and the water control division came
back with the following questions (my comments are in red):

Dear Town of Lake City c/o Ethan West,

Upon preliminary review, the application to construct well for snowmaking and potable water purposes, receipt no.
10046304, cannot be further evaluated until the following information is provided/clarified:

1. Please provide a metes/bounds description or survey of the property. (we can provide this)

2. Please clarify the proposed pumping rate in gpm and quantity of water to be withdrawn (acre-
feet/year). (We originally planned to only create snow the last two weeks of every December every year but
this year we have practically no snow on the ground and it was unusually warm all December and so what
little snow we did get has all melted, our ski hill is currently closed. | think we need an engineer to
calculate the acre-feet/year for if we just made snow and if want to make snow and have potable water.)

3. Asyou are seeking a well permit for both snowmaking and potable water, you would be need a non-
exempt well permit. As this is an over-appropriated area, non-exempt permits must be included in a court-
approved augmentation plan. Additionally, they must be 600 feet away from other wells unless a waiver is
obtained.

1. Please provide evidence that this well is included in an augmentation plan.

2. Please complete form GWS-80 and provide any waivers obtained for wells within 600 feet (form
GWS-38).

3. If you would instead like an exempt commercial well permit, which can only be used for indoor
drinking/sanitary purposes, you would not need an augmentation plan or form GWS-80, but | would
need form GWS-57 and evidence that the parcel was created prior to June 1, 1972.

Please submit the above requested information to me via email and let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

My questions to you are the following:

Do we need a court ordered augmentation plan to pump water for snow and potable water since the Town owns so
many acre feet of water within Lake San Cristobal? The Town of Lake City purchase 1,800 base units from the Lake San
Cristobal Water Activity Enterprise as part of the intergovernmental agreement. The augmentation certificate
specifically states that the base units originally purchased were for the protection of the Lake City Area Well & Pipeline
and the Ball Field Well. It does not specify the uses intended other than to augment out of priority depletions.

Will we need to buy certificates of base units based on the acre-feet/year needed? How does that work with our water
rights in Lake San Cristobal? Trustee Henry Woods thinks we can use the units we have in Lake San Cristobal. | think it
would be up to the Town to decide if they could use those base units for the additional purpose of snowmaking. If
another well is drilled then, | believe, they would have to enter into another contract for those purposes.
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How does this all work? and where do we start? First you would need to figure out just how much water would be used
for the purpose of snowmaking. The plan has a calculation sheet, but this is used primarily for household, irrigation,
pond evaporation, or commercial use such as campsites or rv parks. | am not sure the amount of water needed for
snowmaking so probably a water engineer might be the best answer. | did get this information from Google:
Coverage: A single acre-foot of snow (1 acre, 1 foot deep) needs roughly 160,000-200,000 gallons of water but the
exact amount depends heavily on the prevailing weather conditions and the specific snowmaking technology.
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