
Ted Powell 
P.O. Box 821 
Lake City, Co. 81235 
 

Recently Installed So/ Dirt Barrier 
on 500 Block of Pine St  

 

Alexander Mulhall, Town Manager    18 August 2026 
Town of Lake City 
Lake City, Co. 81235 
 
The purpose of this leFer is to request that the soH dirt berm on the west side of the 500 block 
of Pine St be removed (red highlighted in picture below), returning the road topography in that 
locaPon to its appearance prior to the 24 July flood event.  The berm, while installed with the 
intent to improve public safety, actually is more likely to negaPvely impact public safety as the 
rushing waters transversing Pine St from the east will quickly overtop and cause the soH dam to 
fail catastrophically, sending an addiPonal surge of backed-up Pine St water towards the 
property owners downhill and west of Pine St.    
 

In a recent email you stated, as follows, the towns posiPon regarding the towns storm water 
drainage system;  
 
If you are looking for liability, I will point you to 2025 CRS 24-10-103 (5.5) and (5.7) which states that a stormwater 
system or facility is NOT a "Public Water Facility" and is NOT a "Public Sanitation Facility" and in section (2.5) 
"Maintenance" DOES NOT include any duty to upgrade, modernize, modify, or improve the design or construction of 
a facility.  The Town retains immunity for any damages caused by an inadequate design or failure to upgrade the 
stormwater system to handle an unprecedented flash flood.  And again as I stated in the special workshop this past 
Wednesday, Lake City currently has no stormwater enterprise nor stormwater special district funded by property 
taxes or fees.  
 
Therefore, as the town claims immunity from any damages caused by inadequate design, and 
has no duty to modify the infrastructure, then the recent town placement of the dirt berm 
along the road is totally inappropriate.   
 

Moving forward, if the town is interested in protecting public safety, then it should commit to a 
documented storm water system maintenance program, and any and all storm water system 
improvements should be developed by a Colorado licensed Professional Engineer with public 
input and review.     

Sincerely, 

 


