
Special Mee*ng: 
Lake City 24 July Flooding Event 

 

Ci*zen Comments:   Ted Powell, 531 Pine St 

My comments this evening are primarily focused on the loss of containment of storm water on 
Pine St south of 6th St intersec*on.   

Primary Concern:   

• This event put public safety at risk as video evidence shows that the depth and velocity 
of storm water exceeded levels that would likely cause a person to lose balance and fall 
resul*ng in serious injury or death.  (Basis:  Ankle deep (~3.5”) water flowing at 
veloci*es >5 V/sec)  

o The quan*ty of water flowing off the +50 acre watershed east of Pine St and 
south of 6th St. totally overwhelmed the storm water ditch and culvert on the 
east side of Pine St, resul*ng in the storm water overtopping Pine street (at a 
velocity by my es*mate to be ~5V/sec) and, because there is no storm water 
ditch on the west side of Pine St., flowed down the steep grade to the west of 
Pine St. ( at a velocity by my es*mate to be ~10 V/sec) directly impac*ng the 
back of the log home at 527 Pine St.  At the point of impact, the water depth 
reached over 2 feet, barely missing the homes window sill.  The water flow split, 
traveling at high velocity around both the south and north sides of 527 Pine St, 
impac*ng the neighboring proper*es at 521 and 531 Pine St.  At 531 Pine St the 
water flowed along the south, east and north sides of home reaching a depth >6 
inches.  The velocity was high enough to cause gravel washout at the homes 
northeast corner.   

Causes for Loss of Storm Water Containment: 

• Poorly maintained storm water system. 
o Ditches and culverts heavily laden with silt. 

§ All culverts were more than 50% choked with silt. 
§ Storm Ditches not cleaned in over +7 years 

• One resident said last *me storm ditches were cleaned was ~10 
years ago.   

• I asked to have a 30’ sec*on of storm ditched cleaned 2 years ago 
as storm water was overflowing berm and onto my property.  I 
also asked for culverts to be cleaned but request was denied.   

 



• Inadequately designed storm water system.   
o Storm water ditches and culverts inadequately sized and oriented to handle large 

quan*ty of water from +50-acre watershed.   
§ One resident said that the storm water system has been inadequate since 

they built their home on Pine St. in the 1960’s.  The resident said that 
they pressed the town on numerous occasions to do something about it 
only to be told that it would be addressed ‘down the road’.   

o No reten*on ponds to slow water velocity (and reduce sediment entrainment) 
especially before sharp ~90o direc*onal change in storm water out flow.  (i.e., 
east of Pine St.) 

o No concrete or metal barriers to prevent significant erosion when reten*on pond 
can’t be used prior to significant storm water channel direc*onal change.  (I.e., 
southwest corner of 6th and Pine) 

o Inadequate layers of protec*on.  (i.e., extending storm water channel to the 
south along the west side of Pine St. if condi*ons result in storm water 
overtopping street.) 

Comments /ques*ons from reviewing the BRICDTA report: 

• The conceptual clear water model output shown on page 2 appears to have accurately 
predicted the severe 24 July event experienced on the 500 block of Pine St.   

• The report (pg. 3) lists the towns ‘typical culvert and ditches maintenance requirements 
and schedule’ as an available data set.  Is this true, based on the observed absence of 
maintenance of storm water ditches and culverts over the last decade?   

 


