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Architectural Inventory Form

. Identification

1. Resource number: 5SHN68.47
2. Temporary resource number: 79
3. County: Hinsdale
4, City: Lak.e City ¢ Lake (:5\1,1,\.«1 H-I%J Ta».;;*:}v A ‘)‘5(1,?0( N [ake L {:l_.{j ,I\W;{‘_g{x g_q.-!_‘f’
5. Historic building name: Abbott Building 1) Bant © ! AR
6. Current building name: UJN ld of Grf'wa‘_".,= CreoXions
7. Building address: 329 Silver Street, Lake City, CO 81235
8. Owner name and address: Samuel Lowry, Sr., and Samuel Lowry, Jr., 410 South Colorado , Ulysses KS
67880
Il. Geographic Information County Property No.: R1100
9. P.M. 6th"NM Township 44N Range 4W SW4 of NE4 of SW4 of SW4  of Section 27

10. UTM reference R
Zone 13 296718° mE 4211486 mN

11. USGS quad name: Lake City Quad year; 1985 Mapscale: X 75 _ 1%
12 Block(s): 56 Lot(s): 1-2 Legal:
Addition: Year of Addition:

13. Boundary description and justification: Perimeter of parcel

lll. Architectural Description
14. Building plan: Irregular
15. Dimensons: 2042 square feet
16. Number of stories: 1-1/2, 1
17. External wall material(s): Wood
18. Roof configuration: Front gabled
19. Roof material: Metal
20. Special features:
21. General architectural description:

1-1/2 story, front-gabled log building with false-front facade. Metal roof; walls clad in newer board and batten.
Facade has centered entrance with paired, historic paneled and glazed doors flanked by large 6-lite windows.
Gable end has paired 4-over-4 double hung windows. North elevation has paired 2-over-2 double hungs.
Shallow, shed-roofed, section with deep set-back connects building to 327 Silver.

22. Architectural style/Building type:  No style
23. Landscaping or special setting:

24. Associated building, features or objects:
327 Silver Street
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IV. Architectural History

- 25.

26.
27:
28.

29.

30.

Date of construction Estimate: Actual: 1876  Source of info: Lake City SILVER WORLD, Sat.,
January 5, 1878, page 2;Hinsdale
County tax rolls, 1876-1877

Architect: Unknown Source of info:

Builder/contractor: Unknown Source of info:

Original owner: James W. Abbott and Jacob J. Abbott Source of info: SILVER WORLD, Hinsdale County tax

rolls, 1876-1877

Construction history (major additions, alterations, demolitions):
Begun in 1876, completed in 1877. Clapboards applied; false-front fagade; one-story shed-roofed addition on

south, 1879. False-front fagade re-built, circa 1965. At southwest corner connecting section to 327 Silver
Street, circa 1970. Board and battens applied over clapboards, circa 1980.

Original location: Moved D Date of move(s)

Historical Associations

31,
32.
33.
34.
35.

Original use(s): Business office

Intermediate use(s): Residential, business office, grocery store, financial institution
Current use(s): Specialty store

Site type(s):

Historical background:

Two Yale University-educated brothers from New England, James Whiten Abbott (1846-1919) and Jacob
Jackson Abbott (1850-1916) personified the educated professionals who were among Lake City’s earliest
settlers. The two brothers constructed the original portion of 329 Silver Street in two phases, the first a
front-gabled 1-1/2-story hewn-log residence and commercial building built 1876-77, followed by an
adjoining single-story false-front frame structure which was added in 1879. The building housed Abbott
Bros.' civil and mining engineering business from the late 1870s until the firm dissolved in 1898, together
with other short-lived business ventures including a grocery store and Bank of Lake City. Its association
with the Bank of Lake City is notable, the building representing the earliest extant bank building on the
Western Slope of Colorado.

Brothers J.W. Abbott and J.J. Abbott were natives of Massachusetts who received degrees from
Sheffield Scientific Dept., Yale University, respectively in 1868 and 1872. J.J. Abbott completed his post-
graduate degree in civil engineering from Yale in 1874. The brothers immediately headed west, surveying
around Denver and acquiring the additional titles U.S. Deputy Surveyors prior to opening their Lake City
surveying and engineering business in July, 1875.

J.W. Abbott was a founder and vice president of the Bank of Lake City, E.V.B. Hoes, President, which
started business in mid-July, 1876. The bank opened in Abbotts’ new commercial log building (329 Silver
Street) located on the southwest corner of Silver and Fourth streets. The banking institution was formed
with a capital of $50,000 but faced stiff competition from two other Lake City banks, First National Bank of
Lake City and Thatcher Bros.' Miners & Merchants Bank, and went out of business early in 1878. Bank of
Lake City occupied a ground-floor location in the Abbott building from July, 1876, until June, 1877, when
it moved to the Franklin Block on the northeast corner of Silver and Third streets.

Both James W. Abbott and Jacob J. Abbott were married in 1877, James marrying Florence Wood, the
sister of noted San Juan freighter David Wood, and J.J. Abbott marrying New England native Jenny
Farrington. Following the departure of the Bank of Lake City, the Abbott building was reconfigured as a
joint residence for both brothers and their wives. J.J. Abbott wrote to his mother, Margaret Abbott,
updating her on the progress of the residence. In April, 1877, he wrote, "There will be clothes presses,
drawers, shelves and pantries and as many as we can find room for... it is really going to be a nice, warm
house, and one that we can take great pride and comfort in. When the logs are weather-boarded outside
and neatly papered inside, no one will ever dream that it is a log home, except from the fact that it will be
very much warmer, better, and more expensive than any frame house."

In response to her son’s enthusiasm, Mrs. Abbott wrote on Septernber 12, 1877, 'l am glad that the little
home is getting to look so New England-like. What a work it must be to stretch that cloth on the walls, but
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what a happy device for concealing the unsightly logs. It must have been the invention of some Yankee
brain brought for the purpose of giving a New England look to his Western home.” In 1877, Abbott Bros.
two lots and improvements on the corner of Silver and Fourth streets were assessed at $1,300, together
with personal property valued at $580. J.W. and J.J. and families continued to live in the building until
1880 when the brothers completed separate homes, including the extant J.J. and Jenny Abboft
residence, 313 Bluff Street.

Commercial use of the Abbott building continued 1877-1884 as Abbott Bros. carried a stock of fancy
groceries, the brothers explaining that the business augmented the meager winter months when the
surveying business was slow. In October, 1878, it was reported Abbott Bros. had improved the look of
their building with the addition of large front show windows and clapboard siding on the facade.

The interior was papered and painted, and new shelves added for a stock of fancy groceries including
canned goods, pickles, jellies, foreign fruits, etc. According to J.J. Abbott’s daughter, Catherine Abbott
Chase, “They had a store because Dad and Uncle James liked good things to eat. It was stocked with all
kinds of delicacies and meats. The family ate very well... beans were not part of our diet.” The Abbott
grocery was discontinued in 1884, Catherine Chase recalling the brothers and their families “ate up all
the profits.”

Abbott Bros.' principal business, civil engineering and mine surveying, was located in a rented building on
Third Street until June, 1879, when J.J. and J.W. completed a frame false-front addition adjoining the
original log structure to the south. A notable interior feature of the surveying company’s office was a fire-
proof vault intended to protect the brothers’ accumulation of “notes, maps and other manuscripts
invaluable to them in their profession...” The brothers were associated early in their Lake City business
careers with two other university-trained chemists and surveyors, Frank Garbutt and Richard Woodward.
Garbutt graduated from Harvard University in 1867 and remained with the Abbott firm in Lake City from
1875 until 1880; Prof. Woodward received his training as chemist and ore assayist at Prussian School of
Mines in Berlin. Woodward was associated with Abbotts and Garbutt for only a short time, disappearing
from company business stationery by 1877.

The firm Garbutt, Abbott Bros. & Woodward is well represented in advertising and text in the 1877 edition
of the Colorado Business Directory. According to the directory, “Their chemical and assay laboratory,
their outfit of engineering apparatus, and their library in both branches of their profession, have no rival
west of the Mississippi... in their office the principal papers of New York, Boston, Chicago, Denver and
Pueblo are kept on file, and all strangers visiting Lake City for business or pleasure are invited to make
their office headquarters, have mail addressed to their care, etc.”

As U.S. Deputy Surveyors, the J.W. Abbott and J.J. Abbott were responsible for surveying a majority of
the mining claims and roads which were platted in Hinsdale County in the final quarter of the 19th
Century, together with many mining claims and transportation routes in neighboring counties. The
brothers were incorporators of the Lake City & Uncompahgre Toll Road, a 35-mile mountain access
wending its way from Lake City up Henson Creek and over Engineer Pass to Ouray, Colorade. The toll
road was not a financial success and was taken over by Hinsdale County in 1884.

In addition to surveying, banking, grocery retailing and toll road-building, J.W. Abbott and J.J. Abbott
dabbled in mining and ranching with the Colorado Gold & Silver Prospecting Co. and J.P. Galloway’s
Antelope Park ranch, located on the upper Rio Grande River, which they acquired for $6,000 in 1883.
Failure of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad to complete its branch railroad into Gunnison in 1881 dealt
a severe financial blow to the Abbotts, a contemporary account recalling the “Financial Panic of 1883
resulted in ruin for the Abbott camp.”

J.W. Abbott relocated to Ouray, Colorado, in 1885, where he assumed freight agency duties for his
brother-in-law, David Wood. He moved to Los Angeles, California, in 1906, and died in 1919. Jacob J.
Abbott continued the surveying business based out of the office in Lake City. As head of the Lake City
Board of Trade, Abbott continued his work to induce Denver & Rio Grande Railroad to build into Lake
City. His efforts were rewarded in 1889 when David H. Moffatt announced that the Lake City branch of
the D & R.G. would, in fact, become a reality. Recalling the process in an 1893 letter, J.J. Abbott wrote,
“for a period of three years, until the last deed was signed, the last condemnation proceedings closed,
the last needed dollar secured, the last requisite ordinance passed and resolution adopted by our City
Council and Board of Commissioners, the entire responsibility of providing way and means and of caring
for every minutest detail devolved upon me.”

Abbott was ultimately disappointed in the economic realities of his Lake City business. Following the
death of his youngest daughter, four-year old Dorothy Abbott in August, 1896, J.J. Abbott relocated his
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family to a comfortable home near Cheesman Park in Denver and gradually closed his Lake City
'surveying business. He died at Auborn, Maine, in 1916.

R.M. Taylor purchased the Abbott building in 1910 and continued its use as an assay office. In
December, 1910, it was reported Taylor would open the office to assay work after Hunt Bros. completed
construction of a brick furnace at the rear of the building. Henry B. Taylor leased the building in 1914 for
dual use as assay office and residence. An historic change in use of the Abbott building occurred in 1916
with the arrival of William C. Blair's Lake City TIMES newspaper. The weekly newspaper started
publication in 1891 and was purchased by Blair as publisher/editor in 1910. He merged the paper with its
Democratic challenger, the Lake City PHONOGRAPH, in 1912. The PHONOGRAPH traced its
journalistic heritage to the original Lake City SILVER WORLD which was started in June, 1875, as
Western Colorado’s first newspaper. The Lake City TIMES was renamed the Lake City SILVER WORLD
in 1917. :

In explaining the move of the TIMES printing plant across Silver Street to the Abbott-Taylor building, Blair
wrote “...the crowded condition of the old TIMES office has militated against good work and a hope of
heaven. Every time we turn around in our present office and composing and press room we knock over
the stove, a job press or something equally resilient and skin our leg or arm for a yard or two -- and use
profane language enough to shock the captain of a troop train...”

Editor Blair and his wife, Anna (Maurer) Blair, purchased the Abbott building in 1920 and made it the
headquarters for the SILVER WORLD. Blair and a succession of editors continued to print the paper on a
weekly basis until October, 1938, when it suspended publication. Blair continued to utilize the newspaper
office, reveling in a cache of historic files dating back to the Abbott Bros. in the 1870s, until shortly before
his death in 1949. Mrs. Blair sold the building and contents to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, businessman
Harold E. Stewart in 1950. Mr. Stewart and his wife, Mary, acquired the McLeod-Stewart House, 408
Silver Street, in 1945,

Mr. Stewart’s announced intention for the Abbott building was to remodel the building for use as an art
gallery and antique store. He preserved much of the Abbott and SILVER WORLD historical files, although
the Washington hand press -- used to print the first issue of the Lake City SILVER WORLD on June 19,
1875 -- was acquired for a museum exhibit by the Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City. As the result
of years of poor drainage which had weakened the 1879 false-front office addition to the building, Stewart
demolished that portion of the building in the mid-1960s. While retaining the fire-proof vault in place,
Stewart rebuilt the frame false front closely mirroring the original building.

H.E. Stewart had visions of restarting a Lake City newspaper from the original office, in 1957 announcing
he would resume publication. “I'm looking over the journalistic field," Stewart told the Denver POST, “but
will avoid crackpots, screwballs, drifters, drunks, fanatics and Republicans.” Following H.E. Stewart’s
death in 1974, the old Abbott Bros. walk-in vault was opened and its contents dispersed, portions of the
collection ultimately going to Denver Public Library and Hinsdale County Museum.

Bob and Lydia Maurer acquired the building from the Stewart family in 1972 and used it as a residence
and art gallery -- the Artists’ Workshop - until selling to the current owners, Sam and Leo Jo Lowry,
Ulysses, Kansas, in 1991. The Lowrys occupy the building as a residence on a seasonal basis in
conjunction with their business, World of Gems Creations. Modern alterations to the Abbott building
consist of a board and batten addition to the south, 327 Silver Street, completed by the Maurers as an
extension of their art gallery in the early 1970s, and board and batten siding over the historic clapboard of
the original building which was installed by the Lowrys in the early 1980s.

36. Sources of information:

Hinsdale County tax rolls, 1876-1877; correspondence between J.J. Abbott and Margaret Abbott, April
2, 1877, and September 12, 1877; Colorado Business Directory, 1877; letter J.J. Abbott to E.T. Jeffery,
President Denver & Rio Grande Railroad, March 15, 1893; Lake City TIMES, Thurs., November 10,
1910, page 5, Thurs., December 22, 1910, page 5, Thurs., August 6, 1914, page 3, February 17, 19186,
page 2; Lake City SILVER WORLD, Sat., July 15, 1876, page 3, Sat., January 5, 1878, page 2, Sat.,
October 26, 1878, page 3, Sat., November 9, 1878, page 3, Sat., June 28, 1879, page 3, Sat., July 19,
1879, page 3, Thurs., November 18, 1920, page 3, Friday, July 28, 1989, page 3, Friday, December
19, 1997, page 3, Thurs., January 16, 2003, page 3; Portrait & Biographical Records of the State of
Colorado, Chapman Publishing Co., Chicago, 1899, pages 137, 138; manuscript “A Timeline of Lake
City and Jacob Jackson Abbott, Jr.,” by Bryan Abbotit, August 2, 2000; manuscript “A Compilation of
Documents Relating to the Abbott Family History and Lake City, Colorado,” compiled by John C.
Abbott, Bryan C. Abbott, and Beth A. Abbott, July, 1994; Colorado Business Director for 1877, pages
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183, 187, 189; telephone conversation with Robert Maurer, Gunnison, Colorado, February 8, 2003.
Vl. Significance

37. Local landmark: Yes D No Date of design.: Design. authority:
Within Lake City Historic District (local historic district)

38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history;
[:| B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory

[:| Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G

D Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
39. Area(s) of significance:  Social history, architecture

40. Period of significance: 1876 - 1904

41. Level of significance: National D State D Local
42. Statement of significance:

This building is associated with settlement and development of Lake City during the late 1800s mining era. It
is associated with mining engineers James W. Abbott and Jacob J. Abbott, who were instrumental in the
development of Lake City during the 1870s through the 1890s. The building housed the Abbott Bros.’ civil
and mining engineering business from the late 1870s until the firm dissolved in 1898, together with other
short-lived business ventures including a grocery store and Bank of Lake City. Its association with the Bank

of Lake City is notable, the building representing the earliest extant bank building on the Western Slope of
Colorado. It also briefly served as the Abbott brothers' joint residence.

The Abbott Building is aﬁ T s altére}jj representative of the buildings constructed in Lake City during this
period, as reflected in its log m s, 4-over-4 windows, and front-gabled roof with false-front fagade.

43. Asse istoric physical integrity to significance:
ubstantially altereéd by application of board and batten materials, this building does not contribute to the
historic district.——

VII. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: |:| Eligible Not Eligible Need Data
45. s there National Register district potential? || Yes [ INo

Discuss
If there is National Register district potential, is this building D Contributing El Noncontributing
46. If the building is in an existing National Register district is it? D Contributing Noncontributing

(Lake City National Historic District)

VIil. Recording Information

47. Photograph numbers: Roll 11, frames 18A, 19A Negatives filed at: Lake City Town Hall
48. Reporttitle: 2003 Architectural Survey of Lake City, Colorado

49. Date(s). September 2002 - June 2003

50. Recorders Cathleen M. Norman and Grant E. Houston

51. Organization: Town of Lake City

52. Address: 230 Bluff Street, Lake City CO 81235 53. Phone no. (970) 944-2333

Colorado Historical Society - Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1300 Broadway, Denver CO 80203 (303) 866-3395
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