
Ted Powell 
P.O. Box 821 
Lake City, Co. 81235 
 

Alexander Mulhall, Town Manager      14 June 2026 
Town of Lake City 
Lake City, Co. 81235 
 
I wanted to express my concern in wriKng regarding the absence of an Intergovernmental 
agreement (IGA) between the Town of Lake City and the Hinsdale County Sheriff’s Office.    
 

Early on 9 June my eight-year-old granddaughter was riding her bike on Hotchkiss and 6th when 
a German Shepherd aggressively approached her.  Our neighbor and my wife witnessed this and 
ran towards her to distract the dog.  When I arrived on the scene the dog had backed off but 
while I was talking to them on my driveway the dog circled behind me and approached me 
aggressively.  We repelled the dog for a second Kme and it headed west on 6th street.  We called 
the Sheriff’s office and an officer promptly responded.  I was shocked when he informed us that 
officially he couldn’t do anything as there currently isn’t any IGA between the town and county 
sheriff’s office    
 

When I visited with you later that morning at your office on Bluff Street you menKoned that the 
IGA agreement was at an impasse over money and insurance issues.  You stated that the Town 
did not have any opKons as it can’t afford a Town Marshall.  You expressed hope that the IGA 
impasse would be resolved by the end of the summer.   
 

The absence of an IGA basically translates that the public health and safety of the ciKzens of 
Lake City has been seriously compromised.  Wildlife protecKon, fire restricKon, OHV and town 
traffic code enforcement is currently not available in Lake City.  This is unacceptable from a basic 
governance perspecKve.  From a poliKcal perspecKve this impasse has essenKally ‘defunded the 
police’.  This should be on the agenda of every town council meeKng unKl the IGA is finalized.   
 

Reviewing the draa IGA posted at the Lake City town website, it was to go in effect on 1 January 
of this year and be renewed annually with either party having the opKon to dissolve the 
agreement with 90 day noKce.  This draa IGA will conKnue to put the ciKzens at risk as the town 
has no other opKon but to have public health and safety protecKon provided by the sheriff’s 
office.  To address this the IGA should include an arbitraKon board to resolve IGA disputes.  The 
arbitraKon board should involve your state representaKve, Larry Don Suckla, who is on the 
states Local Governance Commicee.  Your state senator, Marc Catlin, is also a Republican and 
the State Republican Party has strongly opposed the ‘defunding police’ movement by 
advocaKng for funding of local police recruiKng, training and retenKon.   
 

The IGA impasse potenKal damage doesn’t end there.  According to my Farmers Insurance 
underwriter, Lake City property insurance rates are low due to its excellent PPC and FLS raKngs.  
These raKngs are impacted by police and fire response Kmes.  If Lake City conKnues to not 
properly address public health and safety these scores could be impacted in the future resulKng 
in higher property insurance premiums.   
 
Sincerely, 
 


